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Forensic Mental Health: Framing Integrated Solutions describes a criminal justiceâ€“mental health

nexus that touches every populationâ€•juvenile and adult male and female offenders, probationers

and parolees, the aging adult prison population, and victims of crime. In the United States today, the

criminal justice system functions as a mental health provider, but at great cost to society. The author

summarizes the historical roots of this crisis and provides an overview of mental illness and

symptoms, using graphics to illustrate the most prevalent disorders encountered by police and other

first responders. Bratina demonstrates in detail how the Sequential Intercept Model (SIM) supports

integration of the U.S. healthcare and justice systems to offer more positive outcomes for offenders

with mental illness.   This book takes a multidisciplinary approach, addressing social work,

psychology, counseling, and special education, and covers developments such as case-law related

to the right toÂ treatment and trauma-informed care. Designed for advanced undergraduates, this

text also serves as a training resource for practitioners working with the many affected

justice-involved individuals with mental illness, including juveniles, veterans, and substance

abusers.
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The way we handle mental health and mental illness in our society is neither fair nor effective. We

have dumped so much of it onto the criminal justice system, which isn't any good for people who

need treatment; it also puts police and correctional officers in impossible situations where they are



bound to fail, sometimes tragically. Professor Bratina and the other contributors to this book do a

fine job of dissecting the current situation and describing solutions that would greatly improve the

terrible mess our negligence has created.--Gary Cordner, Professor Emeritus, Kutztown University

Michele P. Bratina is an Assistant Professor in the Criminal Justice Department at West Chester

University in West Chester, Pennsylvania. Previously, she was the Forensic and Childrenâ€™s

Mental Health Coordinator for the Florida Department of Children and Families in the 19th Judicial

Circuitâ€•a role that inspired this book. She is First Vice President of the Northeastern Association of

Criminal Justice Sciences (NEACJS) Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences and holds the position

of Executive Counselor for the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences (ACJS) Juvenile Justice

Section. Her research interests and publications revolve around issues related to human

exploitation, criminological theory, race, social structure, ethnicity and crime, and forensic mental

health. She has published her work in the Journal of Ethnicity in Criminal Justice and in the

International Journal of Police Science and Management.
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